
February 20, 2017 
 
Dear Honorable Members of the Appropriations Committee, 
 
Our names are Matt and Teri Couch, and we live in Burlington, Conn. We are the parents of Cameron 
Couch -- a 17-year old boy with Down syndrome. We are testifying on the impact of the Governor’s 
budget on people with intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/DD). 
 
Our son’s future is at stake due to funding cuts for I/DD. These budget cuts mean our son and others 
like him will not have access to funds for services provided by agencies (like FAVARH, SARAH, 
BARC, etc.) when he graduates from high school. He will not have access to work programs, day 
programs or social programs simply because funding is unavailable.   
 
Those without the ability to fight back are so often the first ones to have monies taken from them. A 
group of people who are among those who need help the most are being discriminated against simply 
because of their disability. 
 
Our family has always paid our fair share of taxes, and the state of Connecticut has one of the highest 
tax bases in the country, yet we are being told there are no monies available to care for this group of 
individuals. How is this fair or acceptable?  Unfortunately, not all families, have the finances to be able 
to afford these services without some state funding.  
 
Cameron is a vibrant, social, kind, humorous young man who has much to offer in the community. He 
is currently a junior at Lewis S. Mills and is supported through Region #10 services. Through the 
transition program at LSM, he has shown that he can contribute to job sites (with the help of a job 
coach). He is eager to take on tasks he is assigned and so very proud when he accomplishes the 
assignment he has been given. 
 
However, once he graduates, he will have NOTHING available to him. How is it fair to deny an 
individual an opportunity to contribute in some way to their community? People with I/DD can (and do!) 
play a vital role, but they rely on and need help from agencies like FAVARH and others. 
 
It would be disheartening and unfair to have someone like Cameron unable to participate in work and 
day programs simply because we are unable to afford them. Cameron deserves a chance to be able to 
work in the community that brings him such joy. Without the help of an agency and/or work coach, that 
simply won’t be possible. Please allow him the opportunity to show how much he has to offer. 
 
Please restore funding for day and employment services for new graduates! And please support the 
Governor’s proposal to invest $3.8 million in the ID Partnership which will help people on the DDS 
residential waiting list, support developing more residential options for people with I/DD and stabilize 
community based supports. 
 
Thank you for your time and efforts. 
 
Sincerely, 
Matt and Teri Couch 
38 Barberry Drive 
Burlington, CT 06013 

 

 


